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Emmanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church in Souderton, with the lay leadership of Jay
Grimes of Franconia, has started a service that allows developmentally delayed
members of the community to worship in a ministry that is tailored just for them.

“We're all part of the same community is what it comes down to,” Grimes said.
Grimes is the ministry coordinator for the Rejoicing Spirits service at Emmanuel
Lutheran Church.

This monthly service has been providing a Christian outlet for developmentally delayed
individuals, their families and their care givers for the last 2%; years.

“People come all the time,”

Henning to be recognized
No gas-price pains back
then...

Eagle Scout makes

improvements at park click here

Advertisement

Grimes said. “They love the [Ermaces Summer camp programs set
fellowship, they love the ¥ W}.
Lansdale, PA > .
worship i hey ove hei yCarSearch.comT cuyouecsaswvins  [Prioinors
}M't M/SUNNY friends. 2 yard sale
% - 79°F Rejoicing Spirits volunteer ., DaYSALE
Debbie Seeley said she , Montco won't seek death NOW THROUGH
Enter City or ZIP: so well because it is at the LOCAL CARS penalty for accused killer :

right level and everyone is

involved. OCAL DEALERS

o Gk G i B G

Man headed to prison on drug

Go “It's toned down and OCAL BUYERS charges
simplified,” Seeley said. “And .
everyone is asked to
marketplace g . participate.
Seeley also believes that,
Jobs unlike regular church, the
Real Estate fact no one is ever told to be
quiet makes the service as
Rentals inviting as possible to people
Autos with developmental delays.
Shopping “There is a no-hush policy,” Seeley said.
Special Sections Grimes first got involved in the Rejoicing Spirits ministry because he wanted to help
Classifieds create an environment that would be inclusive to all members of the church
Place An Ad community, but also because he wanted to help his son, Quinn Grimes, 12, to have a
ace An positive worship experience. JOURNAL REGISTER
“I've always looked for ways to expand his worship,” Jay Grimes said. Au Am“n
SERVICES . . . "
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Jay and Quinn were so moved by what they saw at St. Paul's that Jay started
planning to bring it back to Souderton.
“l took Quinn down, and it was inspiring,” Jay said. “He could participate, which is
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Obituaries Susan Crawford founded the Rejoicing Spirits Ministry in Exton five years ago, and has

since created a guidebook to help other churches build the ministry in their own
communities.

“We are always looking for other churches to follow our model,” Crawford said.

Since its creation, the Rejoicing Spirits model has spread as far as Massachusetts,
Tennessee and Michigan, and is now being used in 11 different churches, including
Emmanuel Lutheran in Souderton.

“I can attribute it to the Holy Spirit,” Crawford said. “The Lord had a plan to spread it
to other churches. We feel blessed that other churches feel moved to reach out to
their communities.”

After 2% years of growth, Emmanuel Lutheran is able to bring between 20 and 35
people together for the monthly services, but Grimes wants to expand the program so
that the developmentally delayed churchgoers could attend a Rejoicing Spirits service
at a different local church every week.

“We always look for new ways to get more fellowship, and we’d like to expand it to
new churches,” Grimes said.
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